Problems in Parejah (a simulation game)
Information to share with participants…
Slide One
Siwa is a relatively poor country, numbering 105 on the United Nations Development Index.  The population is ethnically mixed; with 75 per cent of the population being Siwan and 25 per cent being Abelian.  The Abelians live mainly in the province of Parejah, a region which borders Abelia.  
Slide Two
The main wave of Abelian migration occurred about 50 years ago, at a time when there were greater job opportunities in Siwa, and the Siwan government was actively seeking immigrants to fill gaps in their labour market.  Most immigrant workers were considered ‘unskilled’ workers and took up positions in factories and in service industries.
Slide Three
Over the decades Abelians have become increasingly frustrated by what they see as discriminatory laws and policies of the Siwan government.  The Siwan language is used in education and in government, which Abelians believe disadvantages them and their children.  Their holy religious festivals are also not recognized by the Siwans.  
Slide Four
Ten years ago a group of concerned Abelians began the Abelian Movement for Greater Autonomy (AMGA).  The group began as a non-violent political lobby group calling for greater freedom of religion and use of their language in official institutions.
Slide Five
In 2013 the Siwan government began to clamp down on the movements of AMGA, imprisoning some of their leaders without charges, and also banning public protests.  AMGA went underground and began to use violent tactics in order to force the Siwan Government to meet their demands. 
Slide Six
Since 2013 the violence has escalated to such an extent that many citizens of Parejah (both Siwans and Abelians) have been made homeless.  Refugees have been trickling across the border into the neighbouring country of Abelia.  The Abelian government is struggling to cope with meeting the basic needs of these refugees.


Slide Seven
International pressure is coming to bear on the Siwan government to bring an end to the violent clashes between Siwan military and AMGA rebels.  
To this end peace negotiations are beginning today.  
You and your group represent one of the groups in the negotiations.  Please read the information card provided to your group and select one member to present your position.  There will be three rounds of negotiations.  





















Government of Siwa

Round One		Government of Siwa
In this round you need to state your position. Basically you are not prepared to give any concessions to AMGA. 
In order for you to withdraw your troops from Parejah you require AMGA to surrender unconditionally.
You may add some more conditions if you wish. 

Round Two 		Government of Siwa
In this round you will present your interests which lie underneath your position.  
Your interest is to re-establish the rule of law.  Please state the reasons why re-establishing law and order is so important to you.  
You might want to call on the United Nations to provide peacekeeping troops to help you end the conflict. 
What do you expect from AMGA?  

Round Three		Government of Siwa
In this round you are going to reveal your basic needs.  What can you live with?  What do you need to have happen soon?
Your financial resources have been so badly depleted during the war that your country is in danger of economic collapse. 
What concessions are you willing to make?
Government of Abelia
Round One 		Government of Abelia
In this round you need to state your position.
While you have some sympathy for the Abelian rebels in Parejah, you want the armed resistance movement, AMGA, to cease their operations immediately.  
Even if the fighting doesn’t stop, you intend to close the camps and send the refugees back to Siwa. 
You may add some more conditions if you wish. 

Round Two		Government of Abelia
In this round you will present your interests which lie underneath your position.  
You want the stealing of food, the destruction of agricultural land and the spreading of infectious diseases on the border between Parejah and Abelia to stop.  You can only see this happening if the refugees go back to Siwa. 
You might consider calling on the UNHCR (the United Nations Refugee Agency) to help you contain the refugees in the camps and to provide for their needs.
What do you expect from the Government of Siwa and from AMGA? 



Round Three		Government of Abelia
In this round you are going to reveal your basic needs.  What can you live with?  What do you need to have happen soon?
You can no longer financially afford to care for the refugees and the needs of your own citizens, who are also suffering from restricted food supplies and infectious diseases originating from the camps. 
Is there any help you are willing to offer to make sure that the peace negotiations work?















AMGA – Abelian Movement for Greater Autonomy
Round One	AMGA (Abelian Movement for Greater Autonomy)
In this round you need to state your position.
Under no circumstances are you willing to surrender to the Government of Siwa.  You want an autonomous Abelian state in Parejah. 
You may add some more conditions if you wish

Round Two	AMGA (Abelian Movement for Greater Autonomy)
In this round you will present your interests which lie underneath your position.  
Your interest has always been to secure a degree of autonomy for your people.  You want recognition of your language and religion.  You want your children to have the same opportunities as Siwan children. 
What do you expect from the Governments of Siwa and Abelia?  

Round Three	AMGA (Abelian Movement for Greater Autonomy)
In this round you are going to reveal your basic needs.  What can you live with?  What do you need to have happen soon?
You have had enough of the fighting and violence.  This is not the future you want for your children.  But you do need your children to feel that they can be proud of their Abelian language and heritage, and you need to feel that your cultural values are protected and promoted in the province of Parejah. 
What concessions are you prepared to make in order for peace to be restored? 
Refugee Collective 
Round One	Siwan and Abelian refugees living in the Abelian border territory
In this round you need to state your position.
You want the Siwan Government and the AMGA freedom fighters to stop the violence, so that you can return home and live peacefully again.  While the Abelian refugees have some sympathy for the rebels you do not agree with their methods.
You may add some more conditions if you wish.

Round Two	Siwan and Abelian refugees living in the Abelian border territory  
In this round you will present your interests which lie underneath your position.  
The conditions in the refugee camps are terrible.    There isn’t enough food, diseases spread quickly, and your children aren’t receiving any education.  You are interested in having your human rights recognized. 
What do you expect from the Governments of Siwa and Abelia, and from AMGA?







Round Three	Siwan and Abelian refugees living in the Abelian border territory  
In this round you are going to reveal your basic needs.  What can you live with?  What do you need to have happen soon?
We are getting sick and exhausted in the camps.  We need peace to be restored or we will lose hope, and more of our family members will become unwell. 
Remember that there are equal numbers of Siwan and Abelian refugees. What are you prepared to do to promote peace within the camps?













Chief Mediator		- At the end of Round One
It seems that all parties at this negotiation are taking very black and white positions.  
The Siwan government wants unconditional surrender and is unprepared to discuss AMGA’s demands. 
The Abelian government wants to be rid of the refugee problem.
AMGA refuses to stop fighting until all its demands are met.
And the refugees in the Abelian territory simply want to go home. 
As Chief Mediator I am at a loss as to how to meet all of your conflicting demands.  I suggest that you go back to your representative groups and tell me the REAL reasons – the REAL INTERESTS - behind your rigid positions.  Maybe this will reveal something deeper about the root causes of this conflict. 











Chief Mediator	 - At the end of Round Two			
It seems that we are beginning to see the real interests of the parties in this conflict.  
The Government of Siwa wants to restore law and order and to rebuild its economy.
The Government of Abelia also wants to restore stability to their own country so that they can secure sufficient food supplies and restore public health.  
AMGA admits they are less interested in fighting than in ensuring some recognition for their language, religion and culture.
While the refugees again just want to live decent lives. 
I also sense that underlying all of these expressions of interests, there is also a deeper desire for the violence to be over.
At this point I ask you to go back to your groups and try to get them to be as honest as possible.  What does each party really NEED to have happen now?










Chief Mediator		-At the end of Round Three
All parties are agreed that violent conflict is no longer sustainable.  The financial and human toll is becoming too high for everyone.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Government of Siwa are prepared to make some concessions to AMGA for the sake of peace.  The Government of Abelia is prepared to ……………..  While AMGA concedes that they can live without an autonomous state so long as their right to live according to their culture and beliefs is upheld by the state of Siwa.
And of course, the refugees, those caught in the middle, are happy just to be free to return home and rebuild their lives.  
It seems to me that we have reached a point in our discussions where we can begin to negotiate the details of a peace settlement.   There is still a long way to go, but I sense that there is a willingness from all parties to make peace a reality. 
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