Frequently Asked Questions
(for Year 7-10 students)
What is Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand?
It is the Catholic Agency for Justice, Peace and Development. People who work for Caritas Aotearoa New
Zealand work as agents for the New Zealand bishops. There is an office in Wellington and Auckland.
Currently there are 16 staff who work for Caritas.
What does Caritas mean?
It translates from the Latin as ‘love into action’. This means Caritas works to make a real difference in
the lives of people living with poverty and injustice.
What topics has Caritas spoken out on recently?
Some of the topics we have spoken about recently are: Poverty, Overseas Aid, Children, Cluster
munitions, Crime and punishment, Environmental justice, HIV and AIDS, Human Rights, Welfare, Poverty,
Peace, Refugees, Cultural diversity.
Where does Caritas draw its information from?
The Gospel values of faith, hope and love underpin everything we do. Catholic social teaching, Vatican
documents, current news, government policies, New Zealand Catholic Bishops’ statements and Caritas
Internationalis are some of our most important sources, as well as interviews and reports. We also learn
from our development and justice partners both here and overseas.
Where does Caritas work?
In New Zealand and overseas. We have over 35 projects in Asia, Africa, Latin America, the Pacific, and
the Middle East. In New Zealand, we work mostly with the government, parishes, schools and other
non-government organisations.
How much does Caritas receive in donations?
In 2010 we received more than $3.8 million from both government and private sources. The average for
the last 5 years has been $4.8 million each year.
Where does the money come from?
From people giving donations. Some money comes from the government to help our work overseas.
Many schools raise money through different fund raising events.
What does Caritas do in schools?
Helps teachers and students to think about the challenges posed by poverty and injustice in the world.
Staff working for Caritas in schools make school visits and prepare resources. Caritas accepts donations
from schools for our work with the poor and needy here and around the world.
Does Caritas sponsor children?
We do not make individual children available for sponsorship. Instead, we work with whole communities
and with families to support parents’ in their responsibility to care for their children. We prefer to spend
money in the place that needs it rather than spending a lot of money on advertising materials and
specific information for the sponsor.
What does Caritas do that no other Catholic organisation does?
We try to make a difference long term for people who are suffering from poverty and injustice. Our
work is community-based rather than individual-based. Caritas works for the good of the whole person
so it is not just about food or schools or health centres. We support their community, cultural and
spiritual life as well.

For more information visit:

www.caritas.org.nz

